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country. If we want to be a political party we shall have to-
concentrate on that issue and join it in the manner open to us-
under the given relation of forces.
Now let me turn to the letter from some members in
Calcutta. It is an important document. It raises two points: one
regarding the policy of the party, and the other regarding
organisation. The policy and the internal organisation of
the party are inter-connected. It is contended in the letter
that the leadership of the party is not quite sure whether we
should abandon insurrectionary politics and adopt an evolutio-
nary course, or not. The last sentence of the document is: "We
therefore suggest that the party leadership should declare either
in favour of the insurrectionary ideal or of an evolutionary
course." That is a significant statement. Insurrection is not a
tactic, a strategy, a way to revolution. It is an ideal! Perhaps-
that is an unwitting mistake of terminology, which, however,
reveals subconscious emotion. There are some for whom
insurrection is an ideal. Perhaps the comrade who wrote the
document (a document is never collectively written, though it-
may be so signed) is no longer conscious that that is his-
idea; but whatever is in our subconscious mind very largely
determines our emotions, and even our thoughts.
A task is allotted to the leadership. The proper procedure
for these comrades however shoiild have been to declare their
faith in a straightforward manner, and say: We cannot pursue
this equivocal policy any longer; we stand for the insurrectionary
ideal and ask the party to follow it. But they prefer to sit on the
fence, and not taking on themselves the responsibility of deciding
the issue. That is not a revolutionary mentality. That is, as-
Spratt says, a bad intellectual habit.
The New Way of Revolution is neither an assumption nor
a theory with us; it is a lesson of history. If that is not
sufficiently clear with some comrades, then there must be a
difference of approach, and we shall never understand each other*
We must start from some point of agreement. That point was-
the analysis of the world situation. I am very glad that some
comrades have raised the issue; but I must say that they should
have raised it with a greater intellectual honesty. If there is any
confusion, that is not due to lack of clarity on the part of the